
Meet Jill the Theater Teacher!
by Parker Luitwieler

Q: Why did you want to work at eAcademy?
A: I love working for a smaller school, because 
it’s way more intimate. Also, I get the feeling the 
students at eAcademy really want to be here. That 
brings about a really positive vibe. I support the 
more student centered classroom which is sadly still 
not the norm in most public school. And finally, I 
believe in blended learning because it’s the wave of 
the future.

Q: What’s your favorite part of eAcademy?
A: I really admire how eAcademy is growing; 
thoughtfully, intelligently and creatively. It’s exciting 
to be a part of the “early” years. There is no doubt in 
my mind that it is on the right track.

Q: What is your favorite TV show?
A: I’ll admit, I was obsessed with Breaking Bad and 
Mad Men; sad to see these two series end. Right now 
I’m watching The Wire which was on HBO in the 
early 2000’s, and has been on my Must-Watch list 
for several years. It’s as good as everyone has said it 
is.

Q: What is your favorite Film?
A: That is an impossible question to answer! I love watching films, and I make myself watch 
a variety; foreign, indies, documentaries, comedies- because it’s good for me. It’s easy on the 
brain to always watch popular American Films, but it’s way more satisfying to see what else 
is out there. Having said that, the last good film I watched just the other night on Netfllix was 
“While We’re Young” An American film!

Q: What’s your favorite Play?
A: I don’t have a favorite play. I like all kinds. Plays that have an ensemble cast are some of 
the most enjoyable. Gritty family dramas are always nice and intense to watch. So any Sam 
Shepherd or Tennessee Williams play never disappoint.

Q: Why did you become a drama teacher?
A: Being in Drama requires discipline, concentration, creativity, risk taking, imagination, 
improvisation, preparedness.... on and on. It’s exciting watching my students develop and 
hone these skills that will not only help them in my class, but will benefit them in almost all 
aspects of their life.

Q: Favorite Tech?
A: I love punching in an address and then having a friendly voice tell me how to get some-
where in my car. I do not miss the days of reading maps at all!!!!

Q: Favorite pastime?
A: I love going places I’ve never been with my boys. Since moving to California we’ve been to 
many amazing places. One of the highlights was Death Valley last winter. If you haven’t been 
there, you really should go. It’s enormous and the landscape is so versatile.



Thanksgiving Word Search
by Rebecca Rowley



What Is Your Favorite Thanksgiving 
Food?

by Parker Luitwieler

Mr. Delfino: “Thanksgiving dinner.”

Mrs. Jenkins: “Sweet potato cas-
serole.”

Rebekah Schneblin: “Flesh of 
the turkey.”

Mrs. Collins: “Turkey and stuffing.”



Band Review: System of a Down
by Rebecca Rowley

System of a Down, often abbreviated to 
SOAD or System, was formed in 1994 in 
Glendale, California. It is a four-piece al-
ternative metal/hard rock band. Current 
members include Armenian-Americans 
Serj Tankian (lead vocals, keyboards), 
Shavo Odadjian (bass, backing vocals), 
Daron Malakian (vocals, guitar), and 
John Dolmayan (drums). 

SOAD has been nominated for four 
Grammy Awards, with their top hit 
“B.Y.O.B.” winning the Best Hard Rock 
Performance of 2006. The band reached 
advertisement success with the release of five studio albums, three of these albums debuted 
at number one on the Billboard 200.  In august 2006 the group went on a hiatus.

Serj and Daron attended Rose and Alex Pilibos Armenian School as children. They met in 
1992 while working in the same recording studio but on separate projects. They formed a 
band called Soil with Tankian on vocals and keyboards, Malakian on guitar and vocals, Dave 
Hakopyan on bass, and Domingo Laranio on drums. Shabo Odadjian was hired by the band 
as manager, but eventually joined the band as rhythm guitarist. Hakopyan and Laranio left 
the band after only one live show in 1994, and one jam session. They felt as if the band was 
not going anywhere. 

June 1998 the band released their debut album System of a Down. Moderate success came 
as their first singles “Sugar and “Spiders” became radio favorites and the music videos for 
both songs were aired frequently on MTV. 

On behalf of the Armenian Genocide’s 100 year mark, SOAD announced the Wake Up The 
Souls Tour on November 23, 2014.  The tour was scheduled on April 23, 2015, in  Republic 
Square in Yereban, Armenia free admission for the concert.  Their very first show in Armenia.
In January, 2015, Tankian said that after the band’s Wake Up The Souls Tour they may con-
sider recording a new album.

How to Draw: Pikachu
by Wesley Hosea



Film Analysis: High School Musical
by Sierra Dominguez

The opening scene takes place on New Year’s 
Eve when two teens, Troy Bolton and Gabri-
ella Montez, meet at a ski lodge when they 
are asked to do a duet. They are attracted to 
each other and they exchange numbers be-
fore going different ways. 

When break is over Troy sees Gabriella in his 
class. She then explains that she just moved 
and that she transferred to East High over 
winter break. Troy shows her around the 
school, then they stop at the sign up sheet 
for winter musical auditions. Drama presi-
dent, Sharpay Evans sees Gabriella looking 
at the sign up sheet and assumes she is go-
ing to audition. Sharpay investigates the new 
girl and has the scholastic decathlon captain, 
Taylor McKessie, find out about Gabriella’s 
past academic achievements. Then Taylor 
and Gabriella become great friends. 

Later, both Troy and Gabriella show up 
to auditions where Sharpay and her twin 
brother perform. When Gabriella gains the 
confidence to audition, Troy offers to sing 
with her, but Ms. Darbus tells them that 
they are too late. After Mrs. Darbus almost 
leaves, Kelsi, the composer, trips and drops 
her items. Troy and Gabriella rush to help 
her, and they sing together as Kelsi plays a 
song on the piano. Mrs. Darbus hears them and gives them a callback audition. The Wildcats 
are shocked that Troy and Gabriella auditioned for a musical. Troy is tricked into saying that 
Gabriella is not important while she watches what the decathlon team has set up. Gabriella 
gets extremely upset by the betrayal and decides not to audition for the musical. Troy is con-
fused why she doesn’t want to audition. The basketball team tells Troy what happened and 
offers to support him in callbacks. Troy goes to Gabriella and they makeup. Sharpay changes 
the callback time to interfere with Troy and Gabriellas participation. Kelsi overhears and the 
two teams work together to come up with a plan. 

On the day of the competitions, Taylor and Gabriella use the school’s computers to delay the 
championship and the decathlon. Troy and Gabriella rush to the auditorium, and Sharpay 
and Ryan finish performing their song confident that their plan worked. After Gabriella and 
Troy audition Ms. Darbus gives the two the lead roles, making Sharpay and Ryan understud-
ies. Troy and Gabriella both win their competitions, and the entire school gathers in the gym 
to celebrate.



Star Continued...
by Lea Easley

I was awoken by a loud noise downstairs. 
It sounded like a bunch of glass breaking. 
I got out of bed and made my way down-
stairs. As I was walking downstairs, I heard 
the same noise. I flinched and stopped. 
Should I keep walking or should I go back to 
sleep? I debated in my mind for a while and 
I decided to keep walking. I heard another 
noise that came from the kitchen. I slowly 
walked to the kitchen and I saw a figure. I 
turned on the light and I noticed that it was 
a woman. She had short brown hair and 
she wore a light yellow dress that went all 
the way down to her ankles. She had a glass cup in her left hand. I looked down to see that a 
bunch of clear broken glass was around her on the floor. “W-Who are you and what are you 
doing?” I asked, trying not to freak out. She looked at me and...vanished! The glass cup and 
the broken glass was gone as well. I gulped and turned off the light. I ran back to my room 
and went back to sleep. 
~
Star walked to the “forbidden room” and closed the door behind her. I told her about what I 
saw last night and she said that I was probably just seeing and hearing things. Of course I 
didn’t listen to her because I knew that what I saw was pretty real. I went to the bathroom 
and put my black hair in a simple ponytail. I brushed my teeth and all of a sudden, I heard a 
phone ringing. I ran to my room and noticed that it was my phone. My mom was calling me. I 
answered it and held it up to my ear. 

“Hello mom.” I greeted.
“Hey Linette! How are you doing?” she asked.
“I am fine I guess.” 
“How is your aunt?”
“Good, how are you?”
“Good! Have you done anything exciting yet?”
“I have done...pretty much nothing.”
“Okay, well, I have to go now. I just wanted to check up on you!”
“Okay.”
“Bye Linette!”
“Bye mom.”

With that, I ended the call and dropped my phone on my bed. I heard a door open and I saw 
Star coming out of the room with a big brown box. I noticed that there was something writ-
ten on the box. It said “OLD PAINTINGS” written in black marker. She walked downstairs 
and then I thought of an idea. Maybe, just maybe, I can go inside the room without getting 
caught. It was risky but I knew I could do it. I ran into the room and looked around. One 
of the paintings on the wall caught my eye and I gasped. It was a painting of a woman with 
short brown hair wearing a long yellow dress. She looked angry and she had a glass cup in 
her hands. A lot of broken glass surrounded her as well. The painting was called “Outraged”. 
It was the same woman that I saw last night...



by Brennon Ellson and Madison Isaeff

Chip Review: Gyro Lays
For those who may or may not know, Lays, every great now and then, hosts a “do us a 
flavor” sweepstakes/competition where the winner gets not only one million dollars, but a 
year’s supply of their flavor. This year actually had a few winners, one of which is a gyro 
flavored chip. Gyros are a greek delicacy made from lamb, it’s like pulled pork, but its in 
strips, and obviously, not pork. After asking Mrs. Rehage to try some of these slightly deli-
cious chips, and seeing her facial reaction, we decided to do a “quality control” test on a few 
students who have never tried the gyro chips. We wrote down their reactions, some of which 
were facially funny and some were just funny to begin with. Here are just a few of them.

Wesley Hosea: “Whoever made those 
chips is just literally.....the worst.”

Sierra Dominguez: “It tastes like sour 
cream.”

Joseph Davis: *Low painful moaning* Corbin: ”They are disgusting.”



Join the Union Today!
by Christian Morrison

Attention Middle school student…. Do you want special benefits 
at school for putting hard work into completing school assign-
ments?  Then the Association of Blended Students, or ABS, is 
just the thing for you.  The ABS is a school union started by stu-
dents just like you to secure certain privileges for hard working 
students, such as yourselves.  All you have to do to join is for to 
the front desk and ask for a sign-up sheet to fill out.  It is an ex-
cellent experience that awards you with benefits such as these:
• Homework insurance that can be used to gain an extra two to 
three day extension to finish an assignment that you could not 
turn in due to technical difficulties.*
• As an ABS member you will be rewarded with an end of year 
field trip of you and your fellow union members choosing.*
• Union members can also receive extra credit for showing ini-
tiative and applying themselves in their subjects and coming to 
Eagle’s Nest regularly.*

• And many more!!!!

If you have any questions ask Christian to help you get those questions answered.  
*Please see contract for further details. 

The Amazon Fire HD 7 (2014 generation) 
is awesome, but it does have some down-
sides. I have used this thing for about 7 
months now, I got it as a late christmas 
present, and I love the thing. However, I do 
have some nitpicks, and they will be listed 
down below, but as far as performance for 
less than an iPad or a Surface, this is a 
pretty great performance tablet, probably 
thanks to Amazon’s lightweight FireOS, as 
well as the quad core 1.4 GHZ (for those 
who aren’t tech savvy: a bigger number 
next to GHZ is better, means more speed) 
ARM processor, powered by snapdragon, I 
believe. Now for the nitpicks.

1. When idling (screen off, charging, ETC.) it uses 80% of the 1 GB of ram that it has, leav-
ing you 200MB to mess around with. (bigger number next to GB is better as well.)

2. There is no youtube or google play services. While some people may like this, and some 
may not, I do wish for google play services. I also wish for amazon to keep it’s current os 
look. HOWEVER: you can run .apks (android apps) on this device, as long as you’re willing 
to accept that amazon WILL NOT HELP YOU should an android .apk causes internal sys-
tem damage to your fire.

3. Keyboard lag: remember the 200 MBs of RAM that you are left to mess around with? I 
forgot to factor in keyboard usage, after keyboard usage, 100 MB, and this causes some 
slow downs, in terms of the keyboard, and some other amazon apps and services.

These are really the only complaints I have with the device. On the scale of: dream about it, 
play with a store display unit, or buy it? I recommend buying it, but to each his/her own. 
But due to Amazon releasing a whole plethora of new fire tablets, you will have to do some 
digging, but if you’re persistent enough you will find it. You might even like the newer fire 
tablets.

by Brennon Ellson

Tech Review: The Amazon Fire HD 7



Comics
Skeletons Just Want to Have Fun

Gum?
by Rebekah Schneblin

by Wesley Hosea



I Hate It When People Do This
Comics

by Madison Isaeff


